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TALK 2 THE PENTATEUCH (PART 1) 
DR ANDREW EMERTON   

Talk Outline

Introduction to the Pentateuch

i. Significance of text

ii. Origins of the text

‘Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a reminder in a book and recite it in the hearing of Joshua” ’ 

‘And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord’ 

‘Then Moses wrote down this law, and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord and to all the elders of Israel.  Moses commanded them: “Every seventh year, in the 
scheduled year of remission, during the festival of booths, when all Israel comes to appear before the 
Lord your God at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing” ’ 

‘Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face’ 

‘… being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you...  This book of 
the law shall not depart out of your mouth…. so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is 
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written in it’ 

‘… They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel’

‘For it is written in the law of Moses: “You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain” ’   
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Theological themes in the Pentateuch

i. God is one

−

−

‘That very night the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham.  Do not be afraid 
for I am with you and I will bless you” ’ 

‘… “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac.  The land on which you lie I will give 
to you and your offspring” ’ 

‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob’ 

Dominant people groups in the Ancient Near East
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‘… ”Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’’ And God said ‘’I will be with 
you and this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you.  When you have bought the people out of 
Egypt you will worship me on this mountain.  But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the Israelites and say to 
them, the God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me what is His name, what shall I tell them?’ 
God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ This is what you are to say to the Israelites.  ‘I am’ has sent me to you. 
The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob has sent me to 
you” ’ 

‘You shall have no other gods before me’

‘Hear O Israel: the Lord is our God. The Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul and with all your might’

‘Do not follow any other gods; any of the gods of the peoples who are around you’ 

ii. God is relational

‘Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘’I now establish my covenant with you and with your 
descendants after you and with every living creature that was with you, the birds, the livestock and all the 
wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you, every living creature on earth. I establish my 
covenant with you.  Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood. Never again will there be a 
flood to destroy the earth’’

iii. God of promise

‘Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
I will show you. I will make you a great nation and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed” ’
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‘On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram saying, “To your descendants I give this land. From the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites’’ ’ 

‘… “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, I will indeed bless you and make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and the 
sand on the seashore. And your offspring will possess the gates of your enemies, and by your offspring shall 
all nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice” ’ 

a) Descendants

‘I will not drive them out from before you in one year or the land would become desolate and the wild 
animals would multiply against you. Little by little I will drive them out before you until you have increased 
and possessed the land’

b) Blessing: relationship

‘Then Moses went up on the mountain the cloud covered it and the glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai. 
For six days the cloud covered the mountain, on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from within the 
cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in 
the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights’ 

c) Land

Exploring the Old Testament

The Theme of the Pentateuch

‘The Lord your God himself will cross over ahead of you. He will destroy these nations before you and you 
shall dispossess them’

‘Moreover, all the world came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine became severe 
throughout the world’

iv. God of Grace

‘Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve numerous 
people, as he is doing today’

‘Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called him from the mountain saying ‘Thus you shall say to the 
house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on 
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eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 
shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed the whole earth is mine, but you shall be 
for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites’ ’ 

‘Then the Lord said, “I do forgive, just as you have asked; nevertheless, as I live, and as all the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of the Lord – none of the people who have seen my glory and the signs that I did in 
Egypt and in the wilderness and yet have tested me these ten times and have not obeyed my voice shall see 
the land that I swore to give to their ancestors. None of those who despise me shall see it. But my servant 
Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed me whole heartedly, I will bring him into the land 
into which he went and his descendants shall possess it” ’ 

‘Take care not to make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you are going or it will become a 
snare among you … (for you shall worship no other god)’ 

‘If you will only obey the Lord your God, by diligently observing all his commandments that I am 
commanding you today; the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth; all these 
blessings will come upon you and overtakes you, if you obey the Lord your God’

‘But if you will not obey the Lord your God by diligently observing all his commandments and 
decrees, which I am commanding you today, then all these curses will come on you and overtake you’ 
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