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TALK 3 WISDOM LITERATURE  (PART 1)
DR GRAHAM TOMLIN

Talk Outline

Introduction to wisdom literature

‘Give me wisdom and knowledge that I might lead this people’ 

‘By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place’ 

‘The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was formed long ages ago, at 
the very beginning, when the world came to be. When there were no watery depths, I was given birth, when 
there were no springs overflowing with water; before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, 
I was given birth, before he made the world or its fields or any of the dust of the earth. I was there when 
he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, when he established 
the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, when he gave the sea its boundary so the 
waters would not overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations of the earth.  Then I was 
constantly at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence, rejoicing in his 
whole world and delighting in mankind’ 

Group work – fifteen minutes
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What is wisdom literature?

Types of wisdom literature

i. Proverbial wisdom literature

−

−

ii. Speculative wisdom literature

−

−

−

iii. Narrative wisdom literature

−

−

iv. Lyrical wisdom literature

−

−

‘God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the 
sand on the seashore. Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East, and 
greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than anyone else, including Ethan the Ezrahite—wiser 
than Heman, Kalkol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations.  He 
spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five.  He spoke about plant life, 
from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also spoke about animals and birds, 
reptiles and fish.  From all nations people came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the kings of the 
world, who had heard of his wisdom’ 
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−

−

−

Egyptian wisdom literature

i. Amenemope

−

−

−

−

ii. Ptah-hotep

−

−

−

−
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Babylonian wisdom literature

i. The Counsels of Wisdom

ii. Ahikar

Wisdom literature in Israel

‘They said, “Come, let’s make plans against Jeremiah; for the teaching of the law by the priest will not 
cease, nor will counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophets. So come, let’s attack him with our 
tongues and pay no attention to anything he says” ’ (

−

−

−
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‘King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. The whole world 
sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart’ 

‘Have I not written thirty sayings for you, sayings of counsel and knowledge, teaching you to be honest and 
to speak the truth, so that you bring back truthful reports to those you serve?’ 

‘Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched 
out and set in order many proverbs. The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote 
was upright and true’ 

‘Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a counsellor, a man of insight and a scribe’ 
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