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Aim and Purposes  

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of cooperating with 

the incumbent in promoting the whole mission of the Church in the parish. The whole 

mission encompasses worship, pastoral care, evangelism, social activity and church 

partnerships.  The PCC is also specifically responsible for maintaining St Luke’s 

Church on Burpham Lane and the Church of the Holy Spirit (CHS) on New Inn Lane 

with its attached church centre. These church buildings and the people that congregate 

in them are collectively known as Burpham Church.   

 

Summary of Main Events 

2023 was a challenging year for Burpham church as our incumbent Rev. James 

Levasier remained off work until his resignation at Eastertide. Rev. Joanna Levasier 

went on sabbatical leave at Easter before taking up a new post in Swanage in July. 

The church went in vacancy after Easter with the churchwardens taking on the 

responsibilities of the incumbent. With the support of the Bishop of Guildford and the 

then Archdeacon, the churchwardens and the PCC accepted the spiritual oversight of 

the Rector of St John’s Stoke, Rev. Mark Woodward who visits every Tuesday and is 

invited to attend PCC meetings; he holds the title of Interim Minister. The last few years 

had been difficult for many members of the church, so the Bishop of 

Guildford organised for Acorn Listening to run a listening exercise for those church 

members who wished to participate. The service of reconciliation and healing held at 

the end of the week was an important moment in the life of Burpham Church.  The 

PCC treasurer of longstanding, Martin Jones, stood down from this office, and from 

the PCC, in mid-year. Rev. Jo Lamberth was then elected PCC treasurer. The church 

was given permission to fill the vacancy and in the autumn of 2023 the PCC consulted 

the members of the church and produced a parish profile.  The post of Vicar of 

Burpham will be advertised in the first week of January 2024. 

Throughout 2023 we have greatly appreciated the generous secondment of two 

members of the St John’s Stoke ministry team to support us William and Jo.  

Objectives and Activities   

The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to take part in 

worship at the church buildings and to participate in other church activities. To this end 

the church offers a variety of different worship services and keeps contact with all who 

see themselves as members.  

When planning activities for the year, the PCC considered the Charity 

Commission’s guidance on public benefit and, in particular, the supplementary 

guidance on charities for the advancement of religion.  Burpham Church endeavours 

to enable ordinary people to live out their faith as part of the parish community through:  

• Worship & prayer: developing their knowledge and trust in Jesus.  

• Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish.  

• Mission and outreach work.  
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To facilitate this work, the PCC considers that it is important to maintain the fabric 

of the St Luke’s Church, the Church of the Holy Spirit (CHS) and the Church Centre.  

    

Review of the Year’s Activities  

Worship, prayer, discipleship and evangelism 

Burpham Church currently runs two Sunday services weekly: a 9.15am more 

traditional Common Worship communion service, followed, usually, by a 10.45am 

contemporary service with provision for children, either in the service or in the hall 

(Sunday Club).  To encourage members to come to church we have suspended the 

recording of 10.45 services. on our church YouTube channel. We continued with some 

Messy Church services on a Sunday afternoon, enabling established church families 

as well as those on the fringe of the church community to explore faith in an all-age 

creative way. On these Messy Church Sundays and in December when there was a 

Christmas related service every week, we could resource only two services on a 

Sunday and did not hold a 10.45am service. In late July and throughout August when 

many who help put on the services were on holiday, we held one combined service at 

10am, which included holy communion. 

We continued to hold weekly coffee between the 9.15am and 10.45am services 

whenever we had the hardworking volunteers to make this possible.  

During the year, we ran some occasional services at St Luke’s Church when we 

felt that building was best suited to the event: Good Friday hour at the cross, 

Remembrance Sunday and Christmas Carol Services for both the church and 

Burpham Primary School.  

Tuesday morning prayer meetings continued and many other opportunities for 

prayer were also organised to give more people the opportunity to support the ministry 

of the church in this way.  

We have been pleased to continue our close connection with our three other local 

Anglican churches, Christ Church Guildford, St John’s Church, Stoke and St Peter’s 

Shared Church, sharing services at festivals and running joint Lent and Alpha courses. 

We are especially grateful for the support of St John’s Church, Stoke with the 

secondment of two of their ministry team (with partners) to support us at Burpham 

Church: Rev. Jo Lamberth and her husband Andy, and Local Lay Minister William 

Lowries and his wife Carol joined us in October and have been a great blessing to the 

church joining our longstanding Curate, Rev Darlene McCarley, in preaching and 

officiating at services frequently. 

We also received sermons at services from our occasional preachers Nigel 

Cooper, Alistair Barry, Jean Davy and Robert Gibbons who have licenses to preach 

from the Diocese and also from the Rector and curate at St John’s Stoke. During the 

vacancy we were also delighted to have the Bishop of Guildford, the Area Dean and a 

lay Minister from St Peter’s Church preach to us.   

During the Summer, a team from Burpham church hosted a tent at the 

Community Wellbeing Event: Wellfest with children's activities, an area supporting the 

work of Christians against poverty and a prayer space.  
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The average weekly Sunday attendance, counted during October, was  

26 adults and 1 under 16 for the 9.15am Communion service   

37 adults and 5 Under 16s at the 10.45am Contemporary service.   

The clergy team officiated at 5 funerals (JLevasier 3, MW 1, JLamberth 1,) 2 of 

which were held at CHS, and 7 interments at St Luke’s (JLevasier 3, DM 4 ).  

There were 3 child baptisms at CHS and 1 Thanksgiving at St Luke’s. There were 

3 church members confirmed at Guildford Cathedral on 8th April 2023. 

The Electoral Roll for the parish had 107 names on it at the APCM in 2023 (110 

in 2022).  

  

Deanery  

From the APCM in 2023, two lay members of the church have sat on the Guildford 

Deanery Synod.  This provides the PCC with an important link between the parish and 

the wider structures of the Church.  These lay representatives on the Synod are 

members of the PCC and report on the discussions held and other business conducted 

at the Synod meetings.  

Youth and Children’s Work    

The departure of our youth and children’s minister meant that our work with 

children and young people was reduced in 2023.  Nicky Gerahty continued to work in 

a voluntary capacity with the Sunday morning children’s programme and ‘Roots’, the 

girls’ Bible study, until she took up a youth minister post at another church.  

Children from Burpham Church joined in with the holiday club held at St John’s 

Stoke and some of our young people were part of the team leading the holiday club. 

Carol Lowries took a group of young people from Burpham to the Satellites event 

in the summer holiday.  

Children  

Sunday Club for children 2-11 has been running during some of our 10.45am 

services throughout the year. The other 10.45 services are designed and run as all 

age offerings with everyone in the church space together.  

Messy church ran monthly until Rev. Jo Levasier left in April.  Being without both 

a Youth and Children’s minister and an incumbent, we have not had the capacity to 

run Messy Church since then. 

This year we were pleased to lead a Christingle Service for Years 3 and 4 at 

Burpham School at CHS and a Carol Service for Year 5 at St Luke’s Church as part of 

the school’s Christmas celebrations.  

Preschoolers  

Our weekly Caterpillar Café continued to provide, parents, carers, toddlers and 

babies with a safe, fun environment each week in term time, and we were pleased that 

parents have taken on getting out the toys as well as clearing up.   

We were able to resume visits to local preschools, and we hosted Burpham 

Preschool and parents for a Mothers’ Day event, a Fathers’ Day event and Christmas 

Nativity.  
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Fellowship for Adults 

Drop In, a café for seniors runs at 10.30am on Thursdays except at holiday times. 

There are five home groups that meet regularly for fellowship, bible study and prayer. 

Activities not Organised by the Church  

Children’s groups  

Brownies and Guides continue to meet weekly at the church centre. The church 

centre is also regularly hired by Kumon group. 

Burpham Preschool  

Burpham Preschool remains a separate legal entity, but with four PCC 

recommended members making up the majority of the Preschool Trustees: This year 

saw Claire Pocock as Secretary, David Agg as Treasurer and Carol Lowries took over 

as Chair when Rev. Joanna Levasier left. Grace Luke remained the employed 

Preschool Manager, leading a team of 4-7 other staff members.  

Others 

On Tuesday evenings CHS is hired for rehearsals by the Chantry Singers. 

Safeguarding 2023   

The PCC has complied with its duty to have due regard to the House of Bishops’ 

Practice Guidance.  The PCC appointed Ann Wigmore to continue as Parish 

Safeguarding Officer for 2023, she remains a co-opted member of the PCC.  The PCC 

is responsible for the safer recruitment and supervision of lay volunteers and 

employees. The Bishop’s Office has responsibility for all clergy. The PCC is 

responsible for all safeguarding within the parish. 

Parish Dashboard and monitoring of processes.  

Ann has continued to use the Guildford Diocese’s electronic Parish Safeguarding 

Dashboard. This enables parishes to monitor their safeguarding arrangements and to 

automatically report to the diocese without the need for the previous audits. 

Approximately every 3 months a report from the dashboard is shared with the PCC. 

There are three levels of achievement in the dashboard and we are currently ‘green’ 

with 90% of tasks completed. (January 2024) Tasks include: correct recruitment 

process for eligible volunteers; safeguarding training for eligible volunteers; risk 

assessments for eligible activities; hire agreements for external organisations to 

include safeguarding conditions. All these needed reviewing at recommended 

intervals.  

Policies and Procedures 

At the first PCC meeting after the APCM the annual Safeguarding Policies are 

adopted. 

Safer Recruitment 

The PSO along with the clergy and activity leaders constantly check volunteers are 

recruited according to Church of England Safer Recruitment rules. DBS checks are 

carried out according to the Church of England rules. 

Safeguarding Training 

Online Church of England safeguarding training is now widely used within Burpham 

Church. It has reduced the need for face-to-face additional training for most activity 
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leaders. It remains a priority to encourage everyone to undertake the recommended 

safeguarding training and those who are unable to complete online training are 

encouraged to attend face to face training. All leaders and members of the PCC are 

up to date with all training and recruitment checks. 

Support 

Burpham Church and the Parish Safeguarding Officer have received very valuable 

support from Revd. Mark Woodward and his team during our vacancy. Mark has 

provided senior leader oversight for the safety of all our activities and people who are 

involved in any part of our church life. 

 

The Church Office, and Buildings  

CHS and its church centre are normally used every day and most evenings for 

church and community events. The Church Office, the administrative hub of the church 

located at the Church Centre at CHS, is normally open every weekday morning during 

school term-time. During 2023 the car park at the CHS site was resurfaced and re-

marked.  

During 2023 St Luke’s Church was used for special one-off worship services 

(Good Friday service, Remembrance Sunday, Church and School Carol Service). The 

bellcote at St Luke’s, which was in a near to dangerous state, was repaired.  

Further information on the buildings and their condition is contained in the 

Burpham Church Fabric Report 2023 available on the church website.  

Pastoral care  

Rob and Joan Gibbons took on leadership of the Pastoral Team and were 

supported by Grace Luke, Gill Wood and the Curates, Rev. Darlene McCarley and for 

the first half of the year Rev. Jasmine Runnacles. Some members of the parish are 

unable to attend church due to temporary or long-term sickness or age. These people 

were visited by members of the Pastoral Team, either at home or in hospital, and the 

Curates celebrated communion with them when appropriate.   

Local and International Mission  

The PCC established a Mission Action Team some time ago and has committed 

to passing on 10% of its voluntary planned and loose offerings and unrestricted 

donations to support mission and other charitable causes.  In 2023 the PCC had 5 

mission partners: Friends International, Christians Against Poverty (CAP), Happy Child 

International, Guildford Town Centre Chaplaincy (Street Angels) and Foodwise. In 

each case there is a strong link through the active involvement of members of the 

congregation. There are occasional updates at services or sermons provided by our 

mission partners. 

Staff Team  

In 2023 the PCC employed a Church Manager, Lisa Scott, and two short-term 

part-time administration staff. An IT expect was employed on an ad hoc basis and 

temporary help with data entry of financial information was purchased. Sadly Marcelle 

Falkner, who had been on sickness leave, died in August following a long illness. 
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Volunteers  

The PCC would like to thank the large number of volunteers who work so hard 

to enable the church to function, leading and facilitating events and activities, some in 

frontline roles but many behind the scenes, all ensuring some very mundane but 

essential tasks are accomplished every week. The circumstances of the last year has 

led to a considerable reduction in the number of volunteers with some difficulty in 

fulfilling some of the tasks, but we are grateful for many in the church family who 

continue to give generously of their time.   

Structure, Governance and Management  

The Parochial Church Council is a corporate body established by the Church of  

England and operates under the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure.  As 

Burpham Church has an annual turnover exceeding £100,000, the PCC is a 

Registered Charity with the Charity Commission, with charity number 1128817.  

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church 

Representation Rules.  In Burpham the membership of the PCC consists of the Vicars 

and the Curates ex officio, the two Churchwardens, up to three Deanery Synod 

representatives, up to two co-opted members and twelve members elected by those 

members of the congregation who are on the electoral roll of the church.  All those who 

attend services are encouraged to register on the electoral roll and, if they wish, to 

stand for election to the PCC.   

The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general 

concern and importance to the parish including deciding how the funds of the PCC are 

to be spent.  The vicars and the PCC are keen to ensure that membership of the PCC 

is properly representative of Church members. New members receive initial training 

into the workings of the PCC. The full PCC met eleven times during 2023. The average 

attendance was 11 members (13 in 2022).   

The PCC has appointed a Standing Committee as required by law which has the 

power to transact business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions 

given by the full council, although the ability to formally agree matters online if required 

has meant that the Standing Committee has not met in 2023.  

The PCC has set up action teams such as the People Action Team, the Mission 

Action Team, the Finance Administration & Stewardship Team, the Youth Action Team, 

the Pastoral Team, the Environmental Action Team, and the Buildings Action Team. 

These teams are responsible to the PCC and report back to it with recommendations 

for approval as necessary.   
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PCC Membership during 2023 (with periods of office) 

 

Ex officio members: 

Rev Joanna Levasier            Associate Minister [chair] (until Easter) 

Rev James Levasier             Vicar [not working or attending] (until Easter) 

Rev Darlene McCarley Curate  

Rev Jasmine Runnacles Curate (until June) 

 

Churchwardens: 

Lewis Williams                     Lay-vice chair (from APCM 2021) 

Jane Agg                             (from APCM 2023)  

 

Deanery Synod Lay Representatives 

Rex Thorpe                         PCC Secretary (2020-2023) (2023-2026) 

Alistair Barry                       (2023-2026) 

 

Elected Members:       Elected terms (from/to date of APCM or resignation) 

Debbie Smith                          (2018-2021)(2021-2024) 

Grace Luke                             (2021-2024) 

Martin Jones                            PCC Treasurer until mid-2023 (2018-21)(2021-23) 

Robert Gibbons                      (2022-2025) 

Carmen Janse van Rensberg  (2022-mid 2023) 

Mike Pocock                           (2020-2023)(2023-2026) 

Samantha Aarvold                  (2023-6)        

 

Co-opted Members 

Ann Wigmore                       Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Rev Jo Lamberth                  PCC Treasurer from mid-2023 

 

Invited to Attend all meetings 

Lisa Scott                       Church Manager 

Rev Mark Woodward     Interim Minister (from April) 

 

Administrative information  

The Parish of Burpham is situated to the northeast of Guildford in Surrey.  It is 

part of the Diocese of Guildford within the Church of England.  The correspondence 

address is The Parish Office, Church of the Holy Spirit, New Inn Lane, Burpham, 

Guildford, GU4 7HW.   
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